
THE CANADIAN ENTOMOI,OGIST.

view of disputing its ident;ty. The words previously quoted are conclusive
that I communicated to Dr. Packard what I then knew of its history. Thus,
then, we have discovcred another species of the Parasitic Genus Crabro,
generally known as Sand Wasps, imitating the habits of prosopis* and
Sphecodes among the Andrenida and Ceralinal, XTlocopa, and other wood-
boring or what are termed Carpenter Bees among the Apide. With in-
creased knowledge, I have no doubt, but that other species, hitherto classed
among the Parasitic Hymenoptera, will be found making nests in similar
situations, and provisioning the cells with vegetable substances.

Noro ev Eo. C. E.-Say (Ent. Works i. p. zgo) describcs the female C.
6-maculatus as " Black, rerg'um with three yellow spots on each side.',

MISCELLANEOUS NOTES.

Mn. Couprn's Tnonx-lpa.r. Ger,r,.-In No, 8 of the CANADTAN ENromor._
ocrsr, Mr. Couper requests additional information respecting a Gall found
by him on Crategus crus-galli, which is said by him to be a .. European
thorn." The common European white thorn, by the way, is Cr. o*yacantha,
and Cr. crus-galli is an American species, according to Gray ; so that I
scarcely know what thorn he refers to.

As to the Gall briefly described by him, I think it must be identical with
a Cecidomyidous leaf-gall, u'hich grows very sparingly near Rock Island, Ills.,
U. S., on Cr. tomentosa. That Mr. Couper may judge for himself, I copy
the description of my gall from my Journal.

" Ger-r- Cner.ocr BEDEGUAR.--A sub-globular gall, about o.-5o inch in diameter,
growing on the main-rib of the leaf of Crategus tomentosa, generally below, but
sometimes above, It branches out into long slender spranglingfilaments, which
are green and very often tipped with rosy, resembling those of the i'bedeguar',
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*'(Prosofist thoughdestitute ofthe usual apparatusfor collectinghoney, has
been recently proved a honey producer nevertheless. Its nest has bEen discover-
ed in tubes formed in the main stems of the bramble, and in the nest, filmvcells.
containing liquid honey, Sphecodes, though without the usual polleniferous or-
gans, and consequently thought to be Parasitic, has been watched by that inde-
fatigable entomological observer, Mr. F. Smith, of the British Museim, while in
the act of forming its burrow ; an act which appears to afford conclusive evidence
in fa,vor of the non-parasitic habits of this genus of Bees."-Itumphreys, in ,, The.
fnfuilectual Obseruer," May, 1862.

fSpinola tells us " that one evening he perceived a female Cerotina alight on
the branch of a bramble, partly withered, andof which the extremity had been
broken; and after resting a moment, suddenly disappear. On detaching the
branch, he found that it was perforated, and that the insect was in the very act
of excavating a nidus for her eggs. Heforthwith g.athered a bundle ofbranchesn
both of bramble and wild rose, similarly perforated, and took them home to
examine them at leisure. Upon inspection, he found that the nests were furnish-
ed, like those of the same tribe, with balls of pollen kneaded with honey, as a,
provision for the grubs."-Annales du Muscum dlfisfuirc Naturetle x, 336.
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gall, common on the Rose in Englend. The larva is cecidomyidous, of an

orange color, with a dark !-shaped breast-bone, and as usual inhabits a cell with
smooth internal walls to it, in the middle of the gall. Occurred July r9th."

I am acquainted with three other Cecidomyidous half-galls on Crategus, one
of q'hich (Ctategi plita, Idy'alsh M. S.) grows on Cr. crus-galli, andtwo
(Cr. limbus, Walsh M. S. and Cr. globalus, Walsh M. S.) on Cr. tonentosa,
besides a singular Acaridous leaf-gall, u'hich looks like a slender pale-green
worm, wriggling through the crinkled parenchyma of the dark green leaf,
and which is found locally, but in profuse abun<lance, both on Cr. tomentosa and
on Cr. crus-galli. The miteJarva of this 1ast, to which I have given the M.S.
name of Cr, oermiculus, are remarkable for being of a beautiful rosy color.

It rvas from the above-mentioned gall, Cr. plica, that I obtained great
numbers of the larve and imagos of An.thonomus crategi, Walsh, which is
inquilinous in this gall, as I have stated in my paper on Willow-galls, Pro.
EnL Soc. Phit. Vl. p. 266.-BEN. D. W,rr-sH, Rock Island, Illinois, March
zz, t869.

Mrr-r:r.ce PHAEToN.-NIr. W. H. Edwards, (Coalburgh, West Va.,) writes,

'( I should like to know from Mr. Billings, what are the plants which he says
might be common to the Ottawa district and to this, and on which I might
find tbe larva of M. Phaeton. The figure of the larva of Phaeton in Packard's
Guide, does not represent the species or the genus, but something of the
Arctian type."

Mr. R, Billings, (Ottawa, Ont,) replies as follows:-"The plants referred
to by Mr. Edwards, are Thalictrun cornuti, Chelone glabra, Cypripediun
pubescens, and C. sfectabile. They are all northern but range soutbward,
and the last may be rare. Myrica gale (a shrub) ranges along the mountains
in Virginia, and it is not impossible that Cornus stolenifcra may be found
similarly situated.

'(Tgr C'\neora.N ENrouor-ocrs1', No. f, recites a trote by Dr, Packard, in

which he states that the larva of M. Phaeton feeds upon the Aster, Hazel,

and Viburnun dentatum. The Viburnum specified, is common here in
s$'amps, and six other species of the same genus are common in the neigh-

borhood. I saw none of them. however. in the enclosure where I met

with M. Phaeton, but on the outskirts of the thicket, about forty rods from

the swamp, I saw several plants of V. Lentago.

" As for Asters and IJazel, I do not recollect having' seen them. I am

confident that they do not grow in the swamps, but no doubt they occupy

the high land, or intervening thicket, at no great distance from it. Our

'only species of Hazel is Corylus rostrata,' the species of Aster are numerous'

and as they are everywhere abundant in thickets, they must surely Srow here'
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" Whatever the larva feeds upon, it u'ill not have much to eat for the ncxt
six weeks, as the whole country is covered with snow yet (April 5) two to
three feet deep, and I do not expect to see the lzrst of it in the swamps till
the end of May."

SNow Fr,res.-The first mild davs, about the beginning of March, eyery
winter, bring out, on the banks of the River Credit, an immense number of
neuropterous insects, called in this neighborhood "Snow Fliesr" from their
habitofcrawlingoverthe surface of the snow, andappearing when it is even
two or three feet deep. Their proper name is, 'I think, Capnia PTgmea,
Bllrm. (Per/.a Niaicola, Fitch, '(Winter Insects of E. New York"-a work
that I have not seen) ; a technical description of thern is given in Hagen's

"Synopsis of N. American Neuroptera," p. 32. .They are of a shining
black colour, with dusky black-veiled wings, which are rudimentary ln the
6, but rather ample in the ? ; the antennae are rather long, with numerous
articulations; the abdomen is lerminated by two long seta ; the ? is usually
about double the size of tb,e d, but the individuals of each sex vary very
much in size, some males being under a-fifth of an inch in length, while some
females are over half an inch. I once found a few individuals crawling on
the deep snow near a stream back of Cobourg, on March r, 1865 ; but in
this neighborhood they literally swarm for some weeks on the bridges, trees,
&c., and on the snow about the river, even coming into houses sorne seventy
feet above the water. In 1867, the,first specimbns appeared on the z6th of
February; in 1868, on March Sth. This year I saw the first specimen on
March znd, a bright, mild, thavving day, snow about tw-o feet deep on the
level; March 7th, a few more were seenl March zrst, quite numerous;
April roth, still plentiful. Their early appearancer long before the depar-
ture of the snow, must afford a welcome supply of food to the small birds
that anticipate the advent of spring.-C. J, S. B., Credit, Ont.

r Tnp Ar-orn-Bun Gerl.--Another gall is common at Quebec on the Alder
(Alnus incanq Wi1ld.) These galls are formed by the insect early in June,
when the young buds are springing from the branches. I have counted from
three to six orange-colored larva in each of these galls. They occupy sepa-

rate cells between the thick young leaves, which are thus deformed by thc
puncture of the insect, forming a gall either round or semi-conical. One of
these galls, about twelve months in my possebsion, was lately opened. It
contained four orange-colored larve, one pupa of the latter, and one Inquiline

of a brilliant green color. I sent this gall to Mr. Armistead, who informed

me that although larger, it is similar to one on the European Hazel. I
intended to have traced out the insect that produced them, but having to go
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to Labrador during the summer of IE67, I had not another opportunity to

obtain specimens. In order to further investigation, I may mention that this

gall wiil be found in June, in a wood north-west of Spencerwood. W. Courrn,
Ottawa.

HewT Honx Fnun MrNen.-About the end of June, 1867' I attempted

to rear a species of Micto-Lep., which I discovered mining the fruit of an

uncultivated Harvthorn, growing on the Island of Orleans, opposite puebec.

A lot of the Haws were collected, and carelessly thrown into a box containing

the pith of a plant. Some days after*'ards, on examining the Haws, I noticed

that they had become dry, and several larvze were dead. A feu' that were

larger and better fed, took to the pith, into which they bored, and changed.

The insect came forth, bui there was something' wrong ; not one expanded its

wings, As the chrysalis of this little mol-h is different from any form that I
have ever seen, I give as perfect a description of it as could be obtained at

the time;-Flesh-colored, excepting the fore part of the head, which is reddish.

A longitudinat black line on the dorsal region. Body consists of about nine

rings. The antennee extend to the apex of wing sheaths, terminating in sharp

prominent divergent points. Directly behind the points of the latter, are

two conspicuous appendages, having burJike tops, and by which I found the

exuvia attached to the wall of its hiding-place. Length 5-zoth inch. Can any

of your correspondents inform me to what genus this Lep. belongs ? Wrt

Coupnn. Ottawa.

NEw WoRK oN THE Burronnr-rrs oF NE\M ENcr-axo.-Can I find a

place in your valuable little sheet to anflounce an illustrated work on the

Butterflies of New Englarxl, and to ask the aid of Entomologists in its prepa-

ration ? It will include not only the New England species, but all those of
the adjacerrt regions, and, as it is to appear uithin a J/ear, I shall need thc

assistance of all collectors and working Entomologists in obtaining eggs'

larve, and pupa for description, and as material for coloured illustrations.

One person may find what will escape another, and the admirable method of

obtaining eggs and raising larva recounted by Mr, Saunders in your Journal,
opens a ready field for recreation and instruction. I am anxious to obtain

living specimens in every stage, and will give the amplest credit to all original

contributions. All specimens sent may be forwarded to my address below'

and should also be marked " Insects" that they may receive immedlate atten-

tion on their reception. I shall be happy to correspond with any one. wishing

to help me.-Seuurl H. Scuoort, Boston Society of Natural Flistoryt

Berkeley St., Boston, Mrss,




